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[For the Christian Intelligencer.) 
: —_ ¢ 
COMPENDIUM OF A SURMON. 


4nd they were astontshed but of measure, and said driong 
themselves, Who then can be saved ?”-—Mark x. 26. 

The primitive distiples of Christ camé gradu- 
nly to a knowledge of his doctrine. They were 
sometimes ‘‘astonished,” and ‘‘offended,” at his 
sayings, because they communicated some new 
ideas and sentiments; but, at other times, they 
were thrown into equ?l consternation, when the 
samé principle of doctriné was presented in a 
new form. An instance of this kind is recognized 
in the above passage. The gréat moral and reli- 
gious Teacher alluded to that branch of his 
réligion, which he had before taught, but not in 
precisely the same manner. 

Let us pursue a similar course, and first, consider 
those characters, which cannot be saved or enter 
the kingdom of heaven, according to the serip- 
tures. 

The impenitent sinner or unbeliever, who is trea- 
suring up wrath against the day of wrath, and the 


revelation of thé righteous judgments of God, | 


cannot be saved, according to John iii. 36. and 
Mark xvi. 16. 

The proud and sélf-sufficient worldling, whose 
best affections aré placed on the gaudy trifles and 
momentary beauties of éarth, will be “burned” 
and “‘destroyed,’’ disowned and rejected, as may 
be learned by Mal. iv. 1. and Mark viii. 38. 

The rich or affiuent miser will find it ‘hard,” 


yea, “‘impossible,” to enter the kingdom of hea- | 


ven. See the context, Mark x. 24, 25. 

The multitudinous group of hypocrites, of every 
sect and denomination, will receive ‘ greater 
damnation” than many others, who dre also lost, 
instead of éntering heaven. Matthew xxiii. 13, 
14, 15, and on to the end of the chapter. 

Ow us and wicked churacters, who unblush- 


ing indulgé in wilful transgressions, are grossly | 
‘‘deceived,” if they expect to enter the kingdom | 


of God. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 

Yes, to conclude this part of the subject, and 
say, multum in parvo, (much in little) it may be 
observed, once for all, that even those who are 
not chargeable with any overt acts of wickedness 


or flagrant violations of God’s law, but simply 


neglect a reasonable duty, are “‘unworthy of eter- 
nal life.” Those ‘‘on the left hand” of the Judge, 
Matt. 25th chap. were accused of nothing worse, 
than having neglected to feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, visit the sick, &c. Such characters, 
thengh driven away in a tempest of wrath, were 


sainis mm comparison with ninety-nine hundredths | 








| of those, wlto are now expecting to obtain heaven 
by their own works. And if such as simply ne- 
glect to befriend the destitute and needy, cannot 
be saved, what shall we say of those, who pro- 
fess to be saints, and yet grind the faces of the 
poor, defraud the widow and orphans, thrust the 
innocent into prison, and even take the last shil- 
ling from the sick, to gratify an unjust demand ? 
_As saith Dr. Clarke, ‘If these harmless people are 
sent to perdition, what must be the end of thro 
‘wicked and profligate 2” 
But the reader is ‘“‘astonished out of measure !” 
He says, If this doctrine be true, ‘‘who then can 
be saved ?” 
| Suffer us to ask, whether you would be equally 
_ surprised, were you to hear such sentiments from 
other quarters. Were you to hear the “loss of 
heaven and the pains of hell” treated in this man- 
‘ner, from an orthodox desk, would you not feel 
‘comfortably situated ? So far from being ‘* as- 
'tonished,” we apprehend that most of you, wouk 
‘think the subject had been handled in a mild and 
moderate manner. Most people consider the at- 
mosphere of the temple, extremely temperate, 
when the preacher simply proves, as his argu- 
, ments would imply, that nine-tenths, or even the 
| whole of them will be finally lost, if he does not 
1 too frequently breathe out those awful words, 
i which, with a trifling variation, would be ac- 
counted profane oaths. 

But the disciples of Christ were astonished out 
of measure, when they understood their Master to 
hold forth such sentiments, as our language seem- 
ed to convey, in the preceding description of 
characters. It is evident therefore, that Jesus did 
}not usually teach after the manner of our ortho- 
dox clergy. Had such been the fact, his hearers 
would have had greater reasons for astonishment, 
had he taught a different or easy method of sal- 
| vation. 

But the inquirer urges the momentous question, 
'<¢ How then can we be saved ?”—Be patient, can- 

did friends, and you shall have the answer from 
the highest authority. Thesimplicity, propriety 

and directness of the reply, are precisely such as 
| might have been expected from him, ‘‘who spake 
as never man spake.” Instead of directing the at- 
| tention of his. soliciteus inquirers, to mere human 
| agency and human aid, he conducted their minds 
‘through nature, to nature’s God, and opened, to 
| their contemplations, the infinite resources of om- 
|| nipotence ; for the God of almighty power, is al- 
so, ‘the Father of mercies” and the fountain of 
inexhaustible Grace. These are the words, as 
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given by the evangelist.—‘‘ And Jesus looking 
upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not 
with God : for with God all things are possible.” — 
Yes, the salvation of ‘‘ the impenitent,” “‘ the un- 
believing,” ‘‘ the proud,” ‘ the rich,” ‘ the hyp- 
ocritical,” “the wicked,” and even ‘* those who 
are negligent of duty,” is ‘* possible with God ;” 
because God can produce a renovating change. 
He can save from all sin and death, by making 
his offspring holy and immortal. If heaven is 
not peopled with those beings, who were once sin- 
ful and unworthy of its glories, its population,we 
suspect, cannot be numerous. (See I Cor. vi. 9, 
10, 11.) But when ‘‘He who sitteth on the 
throne” shall have made “all things new,” “by 
the working of his mighty power, whereby he is 
able to subdue all things unto himself,” there will 
be no more unbelief, sin, nor corrow ; but all men 
shall be saved in the Lord, ‘“‘with an everlasting 


salvation.” Tue PreacHer. | 





{For the Christian Intelligencer.) 


PRACTICAL INFERENCES 


From “Serious Thoughts on Rom. i. 3, 4.” —See page 52 


o«- 


Now, candid readers, let us examine ourselves, | 


whether we be inthe faith. Tiris—Do I believe 
in Jesus? He that believeth in him, hath the 
witness in himself, according to the following 
scriptures.—I1I John i. 3, i. 23. If I love my 
fellow-beings through faith in Christ, or because 
he loved them and died for their salvation, then, 
I obey the commandments of God, and have the 
witness inimy own heart. 

Hence, my friends, let us look to Jesus, not 


only by reading the Scriptures and other books | 
concerning him, but by prayer and meditation | 


upon his heavenly nature ; his infinite power, 
wisdom and goodness to us and all men. 


and realize thy victory over sin and death; and 
that we are the trophies of thy benevolent pow- 
er. ‘Let us thus come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.” 


good. Thou art “starving in the midst of plen- 
ty, and groaning under infirmity, 


in thy hands.” Oh! that thou wouldst turn thy 


“*) 
v 


soul was ever turned away empty 
tution of all things,” and of cource shall experi- 
ence the sweets of devotion at some future period, 
although I neglect it now.” 

Be it ¢o. But as thou wilt never taste of the 
gospel feast, until thou believest in Jesus, se, 
when will it be any casier to receive of his ful- 


Let us 
say in the sincerity of our own hearts; sweet | 
Jesus, manifest thyself in us, and cause us to feel | 


ith the remedy | 


ness to thy soul’s satisfaction, than at this present 
time ? Will Jesus ever be any nearer to thee, 
than he now is ?—He is the Mediator between 
| God and men ; andas we live in God, it is certain 
‘that Jesus surrounds the soul by his heavenly 
fulness. What is the object then, which is so 
desirable that thou art willing to remain ignorant 
of present and eternal salvation for the sake of it? 
For, however firmly thou mayest pretend to be- 
lieve in the Restitution of all things ; if thou art 
'a stranger to this devotion, thon art a stranger to 
thy own salvation. Come, my friend, let us 
arise from our sloth—turn the eye of the mind 
‘to Jesus, and behold him until we are changed 
‘into the same image, from glory to glory, even 
as by the spirit of our God. And be assured it is 
‘the earnest prayer of my heart, that the millions 
|of the human race mey thus believe and turn ta 
‘the Lord, until all shall be swallowed up in one 
| eternal song of praise, rejoicing, and redemption, 
| through Christ Jesus, Amen. 


S. HUTCHINSON. 








{For the Christian Intelligencer.] 


“Then shall the dust relurn to the earth as it was ; and the spirit 

shall relurn unto God who gave it.”—Kcecle. xii. 7. 

Frequently are we reminded of this solemn 
and appropriate declaration. Its significance 
does not depend, altogether, upon the renowned au- 
thor to whom it is aseribed in the sacred volume. 
Without entering upon any metaphysical and 
critical discussion of the subject, we may conve- 

niently discover many respects, in which it will 
apply to the condition of man, and become emi- 
nently instructive. 

1. In surveying the character of intelligent 
beings, we find them, generally speaking, prone 
to activity, speculation, and ambitious exertions. 
Stimulated by different and conflicting motives, 
‘their pursuits intersect each other, in all direc- 
tions, like the different streets in cities, or roads 
in the country. 

To those propensities na objection could be 
raised, were our exertions prompted by noble and 





; ; | honorable motives, and kept within the limita- 
Depend upon it, reader, if thou art a stranger | 
to this devotion, thou hast neglected thy best | 


tions of prudence and propriety. But we see an 
inclination to carry almost every thing to an ex- 
treme. Let us consider some examples. 

The cultivation of parental affection, filial re- 


; , at Ul ' |spect and confidence, and fraternal kindness and 
attention to this fountain, from which no needy | 


But if thou | 
sayest, in thine heart,—‘* I believe in “ the resti- | 


complacency, are perfectly reasonable as well as 
natural. 

But, while tender Parents are watching over 
| the loveliness of infaney, guiding the wayward 
steps of youth, or contemplating the promise of 
|; usefulness in coming manhood, they must not 
forget the unalterable decree—‘‘the dust shall 
return to the earth as it was.” 

The dutiful and respectful Children, who look 
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up to affectionate Parents, and duly appreciate) 
the innumerable kindnesses which are lavished | 
upon them, should be cautioned against placing | 
too great reliance on these arms of flesh. They 
are liable, every moment to be grasped by the 


withering hand of disease, or touched by the | 


poisonous finger of death. Yes, ‘man goeth to | 


streets” in anguish and in sorrow. 





will he be always wroth; for the spirit would 
fail before him, and the souls which he hath 
made.” ‘Though he afflict, yet will He have 


_compassion, according to the multitude of his 


tender mercies.” 
children, brothers and sisters, therefore, be di- 


| vVinely comforted, and hope in God. 
his long home, and the mourners go about the | 


Brothers and sisters may be indulged in the in- | 


terchange of the most dear and delightful affec- 
tions and regards. But disappointment will take 
them by surprise, unless they constantly bear in| 
imind—that, ‘“‘dust must return to its native dust.” | 


Indeed, these words, or the sentiments which | 


they convey, are a fit motto for every chapter in| 
the volumes of human life. | They are inscribed 
by the Almighty Artist of nature, on every object 
whose original is dust. , 

2, The sage declaration we are consideri 
also consolatory. 


| 


| 
| 


ng, is || 


While with one clause it || 


sweeps from the centre to the circumference of | 
earth-born creatures, with the other it encircles | 


a world, and carries them to the bosom of God. 
‘“* The dust shall return to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit to God who gave it.”-—Divinely and 
ineffably transporting thought! Worthy of the 
the greatest and best of men! Let us for a mo- 
ment avail ourselves of its consolations and in- 
structions. 

When the keepers of the house tremble, and 
the strong men bow.themselves ; when the silver 
cord is loosed, the golden bowl broken, and the 
pitcher dashed at the fountain, a separation be- 
tween the material and immaterial of creaturely 
existence must take place. Hence, a most im- 
portant, interesting, and awful inquiry! The 
thread of life is cut asunder—-the precious cord 
is broken—the vital spark has flown! All which 
remains is dormant clay. All the powers of ac- 
tiveness are prostrate. Alas! Where is that 
certain something—name it what you will—the 
spirit, the vital spark of organic and intelligent 
existence ? Has it been extinguished, never again 
to be rekindled into being? Has it darted with 
rapidity which would leave thought at immeasu- 
rable distance behind, to some remote, but 
wretched quarter of the universe ? Has it gone 
to a region of blackness, and darkness, and fire, 
to be tortured unendingly ? 

Ah! hear, ye anxious inquirers—the spirit has 
returned to its Original—to its God! What ask 
you more? Then heer the decree, and rejoice. 
‘* Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was ; 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” 
To waat pavillion of safety could it retire, and be 
sO supremely blest ? It returns to the bosom of | 
our common Father, ‘he God of the spirits of | 
all flesh.” ‘He will not contend forever, neither 


‘ 


| 
| 


| ‘ 
| 
| 








| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| 

if 
| 

i! 
j 


Let the mourning parents, 


“ His own soft hand shall wipe the tears 
From every weeping eye, 

And pains and groans, und grief’ and fears, 
Aud death itself shall die.” 


{Selected for the Christian Intelligencer.] 
ON CONTROVERSY. 

If it be alleged that religion loses more than 
she gains by controversy ; this, with an allow- 
ance for the mismanagement of unskilful adyo- 
cates, is a direct censure of her champigns, and a 
surrender of her cause. Are they who espouse 
such an opinion prepared for its consequences ? 
Are they willing to say, that when the world was 
lying in ignorance, in wickedness and wo, the in- 
troduction of light from above produced more 
evil than good ? That the gospel is a plague and 
not a blessing, because, through the malignity of 
its foes, it has often brought a sword instead of 
peace ? That it had been better for men never to 
have ‘known the way of righteousness,” than 
risk opposition in following it ? That the refor- 
mation of religion was a senseless scheme ; that 
the martyrs died like fools ; and that all the he- 
roes who have been ‘ valiant for the truth ;” all 
the ‘‘ ministers of grace,” who have explained 
and established it ; all the ‘“‘ apostles and prophets 
and wise men,”? whom the wisdom of God com- 
missioned to reveal it ; and that wispom itself in 
the person of Jesus Christ, were disturbers of hu- 
man tranquillity, and spent their time in no bet- 
ter labor than that of ‘* turning the world upside 
down ?” If you start at these things, what do 
you mean by asserting that “ religion suffers from 
controversy ?” For all, prophets, apostles, wise 
men, and the Redeemer himeelf, fought her bat- 
tles, and yielded their latest breath in her de- 
fence ! 

You cannot stop even here. Religion, you say, 
suffers 1rom controversy. ‘Then it cannot endure 
investigation. It shrinks from the touch of rea- 
son, for controversy is reasoning : and, of course, 
it cannot be true; for truth never yet declined 
the test, nor sustained the slightest harm from the 
most fiery ordeal. On the assumption, therefore, 
that religion has truth on her side, you gan hard- 
ly do her a greater iujury than to forbid her en- 
tering into the lists with her antagonists. The 
prejudice against religious controversy, is irra- 
tional and hurtful. It is a prejudice against the 
progress and victories of truth. 
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A BRIEF DISSERTATION, 
‘On the Inspiration and Revelation of the Holy Scriptures. | 


‘To manage a controversy on the above subjects, so as to 
render it interesting and useful, would be extremely diffi- 
cult, if not impossible. Instead, therefore, of opposing or 
examining, in a controversial manner, any sentiments 
which have been advanced in our columns by correspon- 
dents, we shall publish our own views, in as plain and 
familiar a manner as possible ; and leave it for our intelli- 
gent readers to decide on the merits of the arguments, on 
both sides. As we claim no infallibility on our part, so 
we acknowledge uone, in others. 

Neither do we pretend to much originality in this dis- 
sertation, as we shall introfluce the arguments of Whitby, 
the explanations of Parkhurst, and the opinions of Clarke, 
and others, as they may occur to our recollection, without 
ceremony or reserve. 

1. Qe Inspination. Theliteral meaning of the term, 
to inspere, when applied to theology, is, to blow, or to breathe. 
This definition is confirmed by the united opinion of all 
jexicographers. Hence, as it is admitted by Christians, 
that Ged infused or breathed into the minds of particular 
persons, certain ideas and truths, which they could not 
have possessed, by ordinary means, inspiralion has been 
defined to be, a super-vatural infusion of ideas, &c. and 
the persons thus taught, are called, by common consent, 
“inspired men.” And it should be carefully noted, in this 
place, that, there is no medium, according to the common 
use of these terms, between natura) and seuper-natural || 
acquisitions of trath; or,in other words, a man is either | 


inspired or wn-inspired. However great, important or 


sublime a fact may be, if a man comes to the knowledge 
of that fact, by the ordinary means of instruction, or of | 


acquiring knowledge, he is not called an inspired man, 
although the truth which he has learned, is just as good | 
and as useful to him, as though it bad been communicated 
by the whisper of an angel divinely commissioned, And, 
on the other hand ; 
dividual, in a super-natural manner, that person is inspired, 
necording to the popular definition, whether that truth be | 
jimportant or unimportant. 
personal interview, as some would have it, between man | 


und his Maker, is necessary, according to the opinion of | 


believers in divine inspiration, in order that he may be 
properly denominated, “an inspired writer.” 
cient, that his knowledge be super-nalurully obtained. 

But this definition and accommodation of the term, to 
inspire, appear to be quite too indefinite and lax, to admit || 
of an easy and Safe application in all cases, unless we are 
allowed to discredit the serious pretensions of many, who 
woukl by no means claim the proper character, of what 


if a truth be communicated to an in- | 


We are not sensible that a| 


It is suffi-; 


oe of —_—--—_ + 


hey call, “ inspired “writers.” To ivhoen is it not known, 
yo Quakers, Methodists, Free-willers and other sectg 
| profess to speak, and pray, and do many things, by a 


| super-natural infusion of ideas, or direct communication 


‘from God, without the interposition of any ordinary 
' means, whatever. ‘They profess to have been super-natu- 
| rally converted and regenerated, and to have lived and 


| acted, far aboue all natural views, affections and feelings, 
| since their regeneration. Well, if there be no medium or 


| half-way place, between nature and super-nature, then, 
| those people, of whom we speak, are either mistaken, or 
_ they are inspired, or they mean to deceive others. If God 
| does really, breathe into their minds certain ideas and sen. 
‘timents super-naturally, they are as really tnspired men, sq 
| far as they are thus impressed and influenced, as were the 
apostles of Jesus Christ. And we are unable to conceive, 
why the same remarks are not applicable to all professors 
of religion, who pretend to be taught by super-natural 
suggestions immediately from God.— But if it be admitted 
that men are now taught or inspired, in the manner here 
| explained, then, it must also follow, that they are infallible 
| guides, and their testimony is entitled to the same confi- 
dence, as the testimony of Paul, Peter, James, John or 
any other individual, who can claim no higher authority, 
than to have been taught or inspired immediately from 
God. 

But it may be proper to turn our attention to the sacred 
pages, and endeavor to ascertain what evidence they af. 
ford upon this important subject. Perhaps we shall find 
| it explained with sufficient clearness, to preclude the ne- 


‘ 


cessity of much arguinent or illustration, to render it intel- 

‘ligible. And the reader need not be disheartened, lest this 

| part of the examination should be tedious on account of 
|| its prolixity, for we find but two passages, in the whole 
Bible, in which the famous word, “inspiration,” is employ- 
ed by the translators! At this statement, some of our 
friends may be very much surprized and disappointed, as 
itis supposed by many, that the words, inspire, it 
| inspiration, and their corresponding terms, are used i 
| every Book, yea, every chapter of the Scriptures: which 
js another presumptive evidence, that the subject has been 
received by tradition, without having been critically ex- 
i amined, 

The first passage is, Job xxxii.8. ‘ There is a spirit in 
man, and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth bim 
understanding.” Now we shall not be detained a mo- 
ment, in attempting to analyze this text, because 0 
candid person, of any denomination will maintain, that 
the word “inspiration” is employed in it with sufficient 
precision, to determine its exact meaning in theology. 

The next passage is, 2d Timothy iii. 16. “All seripture 
is given by inspiration of God,” &c. This sentence, says 
Dr. Clarke, is not well translated. The origmal should be 
rendered, “Every writing, divinely inspired, is profitable for 
docirine,” &c. That this translation, though given by # 


| 
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Methodist commentator, is preferable to the common ver- 


sion, must be obvious to every candid mind, which pays | 
any attention to the text in the original Greek. Pasa 
The definition of these words, | 
according to the most approved Lexicographers, is as’ 


Graphe Theophneustos. 


follows. Pasa, to spread, ié be diffused; and by an easy | 


accommodation of words, generally used for all, every ene, 


the whole, &c. sGrapue, from grapho, to write; meaning, | 


consequently, @ writing, as in all Greek authors. {It will 
be considered that when these terms were first used, the 
Art of Printing was unknown, and every thing of the 
kind was either written or engraven.) This word in the 
New Testament always refers to the Old; and that both 
in the singular and plural numbers; but generally, when 
in the singular, it denotes some particular part or portion 
of the scriptures ; as in 2d Tim. iii. 16, and Acts viii. 32. 
The other word, THeorunecvsTos, is from Theos, God, and 
penusai, &e. to breathe. Literaily, breathed, or inspired by 
God, or divinely inspired. 

When the reader shall have examined these incontro- 
vertible definitions, so as to have made them familiar, he 


may attend more understandingly, to what we propose | 


offering in a subsequent number. 





* PACIFICUS” AND MR. “ JEFFERSON.” 


The Editor is ready to acknowledge the receipt of a 
communication from his esteemed friend and correspond- 
ent, * Paciricus,” purporting to be a “ Reply to Theophi- 
lanthropist,” on the “ Inspiration” of the Scriptures, We 
cheertully award him the meed of praise, for having writ- 
ten in a temperate, candid and friendly manner. 


reasons, Viz. 


1. “ Pacirieus” does not attempt to disprove the errors 


of * T.” by contrasting them with his own views “ on inspi- | 


ration ;” but oceupies two sheets entire, closely written, in 
making it appear, that our “correspondent has deceived 
the Editor, by pretending to venerate the Bible, when, in 
fact, he means to undermine it, being at heart, a deist, in 
the common use of the term.” Now, as we cannot be- 
lieve but that we are as well qualified to judge of the real 


Sentiments of a man of unimpeachable veracity and of the | 
first standing in society, with whom we have the pleasure | 
of being personally acquainted, though constrained to disa-. 


gree with him in certain opinions, as Pacificus is, we should 
not feel justified in publishing a long article, which does 


not attempt to refule, even those points, which we consider er- | 


oneous. 


2, As we have commenced a “ Dissertation” on the main | 


subject in dispute, we deem it advisable to postpone at 


least, every thing which is irrelevant and far-fetched, till || 
our readers shall have been made acquainted with our par- | 
ticular views on this embarrassing problem. Besides ; we | 
are in daily expectation of hearing from our friend “ Oar. | 


sen 99 . . oa 
GEN,” who, we venture to predict, will come to the merits 


But we | 
decline publishing his article, at present, for the following | 


| those of any of the ancient philosophers, 


ey 
|| of the question, and offer something which will be argu- 
| mentative, and useful to the public. 

3. To show “ Pacificus,” (and, indeed, our readers gene- 
rally,) how useless his reply would be, since it only accuses 
|“ Theopbilanthropist” of undervaluing the inspired Vol- 
| ume, we offer the following Lerrer, from “ the Sage of 
| Monticello,” whieh we copy from the “ Universalist Maga- 
zine.” And we seriously ask ; Would it afford eny argu 
gument against the opinions which Mr. Jefferson advances, 
| or any thing in favor of revealed religion, to prove, what 
|| he asserts, viz. that he was an admirer of a “ purer deism” 
| than was taught by Moses? The sentiments or views of 
| “'T.” as nearly harmonize with those of Mr, J. as could be 
| expected between teacher and pupil. 





But as we have 
adopted neither of them as our “ god-father” in religion, 
we do not feel responsible, for what either may have 
| written. 


Extract of a Letter from Thomas Jefferson to Dr. Priestley 
| upon his “ comparative view of Socrates aud Jesus.” 
! 
| 


i| 
i} 
1 
1 


AsHINGTON, April 9, 1803. 
Dear Sir—While on a short visit to Monticelle,1 receiv- 
ed from you a copy of your “ Comparative View of Socra- 
tes and Jesus,” and I avail myself of the first moment of 
| leisure after my return, to acknowledge the pleasure 1 had 
in the perusal, and the desire it excited to see you take up 
the subject on a more extensive scale. In consequence of 
some conversations with Dr, Rush, in the years 1798-99, I 
had promised some day to write him a letter, giving him 
my view of the Christian System. I have reflected cften 
on it since, and even sketched the outiines in my own mind. 
|] should first take a general view of the moral doctrines of 
'the most remarkable of the ancient philosophers, of whose 
ethics we have sufficient information to make an estimate ; 
say, of Pythagoras, Epicurus, Epictetus, Socrates, Cicero, 
Seneca, Antonims. 1 should do justice to the branches of 
morality they have treated well, but to point out the im- 
portance of these in which they are deficient. I should 
| then take a view of the deism and ethies of the Jews, and 
show in what a degraded state they were, and the necessi- 
| ty they presented ofa reformation. I should proceed to # 
view of the life, character and doctrines of Jesus, who, 
sensible of the incorrectness of their ideas of the Deity and 
of morality, endeavored to bring them to the principles of a 
| purer deism and juster notions of the attributes of God ; to 
| reform their moral doctrines to the standard of reason, jus- 
|| tiee and philanthropy, and to inculcate the belief of a future 
state. This view would purposely omit the question of biz 
| divinity and even of his inspiration, ‘To do him justice, it 
_ would be necessary to remark the disadvantages his doc- 
trines have to encounter, not having been committed to 
| writing by himself, but by the most unlettered ef men, by 
memory, long after they had Jearned them from him, when 
much was forgotton, much misunderstood and presented 
in very paradoxical shapes. Yet such are the fragments 
| remaining, as to show a master-workman, and that his sys- 
‘tem of morality was the most benevolent and sublime pro- 
bably that has ever been taught and more perfect than 
His eharacter 
and doctrines have received still greater injury from those 
who pretend to be his special disciples, and who have dis- 
figured and sophisticated his actions and precepts from 
views of personal interest, so as to induce the unthinking 
| part of mankind to throw off the whole system in disgast, 
and to pass sentence as an imposter on the most innocent, 
the mosi benevolent, the most eloquent and sublime character 
that ever has been exhibited to man. This is the outline ; but 
I have not the time and still less the information which the 
subject needs,” THomas JEFFERSON. 
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| ~ BIBLICAL DIFFICULTY. 


: 
Mr. Eprror,—On carefully perusing the ac- 


count of our Saviour’s being betrayed, apprehen- 


ded and crucified, according to St. Matthew, | shall be ready to speak plainly,’ 


STAMMERING OR STUTTERING. 

It may be useful to some readers, to be informed, thar 
the prophecy which says, “ the tongue of the stammerers 
appears to be literally 


I 


with the design of satisfying myself, as to the | verified, in this place. A neighbor of ours, Mr. William 


fulfilment of any express prophecy, relating to those 
events, | was not a little embarrassed with the 
following passage, said to be quoted from the 
prophet, “Jeremiah ;” viz. Matthew xxvii. 9. 
‘‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of 
him that was valued, whom they of the children of 
Israel did value,” &c. 

Taking my Concordance and making thorough 
search, L was unable to find any thing, in the book 
of Jeremiah, which at all answers to the above 
quotation, made by the Evangelist. 
profess so be ‘‘a guide to the blind,” ‘‘an instruct- 


or of the ignorant,” ‘‘a light to them that sit in| ay ey ' 
: .trumpery of divinations, and palmed his cures upor the 


darkness,” an expounder of ‘‘parables and dark 
sayings,” I appeal to you for information. I 


called on one of my elder brethren, in the minis- | 
try, a few days ago, but he gave me no satisfac- | 
He maintained that the passage was in| 


tion. 


Lord, a very worthy man, lias been cured of a confirmed 
habit of stuttering, (as well as several others in this town,) 
and is in possession of the newly discovered Art of reliey- 


ing people from that fettering embarrassment of the 


Now, as you | 


Jeremiah, and that he had read it a thousand times ; | 


though he could not turn to it, at that moment. 


Now any light you may give me on this subject, | 


will be very gratefully received & acknowledged. 
By yours, &c. A Youne Preacuer. 
Sept. 1826. 
REPLY. 

The passage to which St. Matthew probably alludes, 
(chapter xxvii. 9,) is not written in the book of Jeremiah, 
but in Zechariah, chap. xi. 12,13. Itis by no means im- 
probable that the former name might, in transcribing, be 
taken for the latter, 
Prophet, was originally omitted, and first inserted in the 
margin of the page, and from thence introduced into the 


that the Scriptures of the Old Testament were formerly 
divided into three parts, viz. “The Law, The Psalms, and 
Jeremiah,” (instead of “The Prophets ;”) under which last 
name, Zechariah and the other prophets were included, 
So that the Evangelist may be supposed to quote, with 
reference to this general division. 
does pot find satisfaction in the above remarks, he is re- 
quested to urge his objection further. 
tentions to biblical criticism, are very humble, we are 
ready to meet such inquiries, as may be seriously offered. 
SUPPRESSION OF INTEMPERANCE. 

A special meeting was holden in Providence, a short 

time since, for the purpose of adopting measures, to pre- 


town, Sept. 6, 1826. 


| assembled. 


i | to be “false teachers,” 
if “Young Preacher” | 


j ; | orany people,” should be publicly disapproved. 
text. Or, we may believe what Dr. Lightfoot maintains; 


tongue. 

Though secrecy is solemnly enjoined on those whose 
tongues are untied, we do not learn that there is any thing 
like imposture about it, by pretending to something mira- 
culous. But we cannot avoid the intrusion of the idex, 
how extremely convenient it would have been for some re- 
ligious fanatic or quack, like Lorenzo Dow, if he had first 
discovered the art, to have dressed his instructions in the 


He would have been hail- 
ed by thousands, as the spiritual Esculapius of the age.— 


credulous, as modern miracles, 
Let them unstop the ears of the deaf, and give music to the 
tongues of the dumb, and we will believe in them also, as 


instruments of miraculous operations. 


Tar Cuauravgue Association of Universalists con- 


| vened, agreeably to adjournment, at the Village of Jaines- 


Brothers Lewis C. Todd, Alfred Peck» 
L, S. Everett aud Caleb Todd, were present. The meeting 
was well attended and the information received by the 
Council, from different directions, generally speaking, ac- 
ceptable and encouraging, to the hearts of the brethren 
But, as appears from the “Circular Letter,” 


_ written by Br. Everett, (the editor of the Gospel Advocate) 
Or, we may suppose the name of the | 


there were some exceptions; “ which,” as he justly ob- 
serves, “though not peculiar to any section of the country, 
Among 
other things are the following. 


First ; a want of attention among the brethren, to the 
means necessary, to procure the labors of gospel preach- 
ers. Some are practically indifferent, while others profess 
the doctrine of Universalism, and yet contribute solely to 
the support of those, whom they esteem and pronounce 
Such conduct is reprehensible. 
Secondly ; some societies engage preachers to labor witl 


| them, and after their time, strength and money are ex- 


Though our pre- | 


| wretehedness. 


pended, sufferthem to return to their necessitous families, 
Without any other consideration, than the sneers of a mis- 
giving world, and the gloomy realities of want anid 
This is cruel, unjust and pre-eminently 


| wicked, 


vent the increase and evils of habits of intetnperance.— | 


’ p 4 fe. 
Would it not be well for the friend s of morality and good 
order, in other places also, to follow the example, and, at 
least, strive for the suppression of 2 destructive 


and growing 
habit, in this highly favored land = 


Thirdly ; the hearts of the faithful and exemplary are 
frequently made sed, on account of the indifference o! 
maty, when preaching is obtained, in absenting themselves 
from public worship. The custom of adopting, in prac- 
lice, the saying of the “slothful man”—there is a lion 10 
the way! a lion in the street, is too common, among pro- 
fessed Universalists. 4 degree of criminality altaches itsel/ 
lo such conduct. 
_ Fourthly ;_ a want of conformity to the pure and sanett- 
fying principles of the doctrine we profess, is not the least 


) of those evils and misdemeanors, of which we complain: 
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In conclusion, therefore, we would exhort the friends and 
lovers of truth, to keep a strict watchfulness over them- 
selves and each other; to be more zealous, devoted and 
ring in the cause of God and of his Son Jesus 
Abridged from the Gos. Apvoca're. 


perseve 
Christ. 





! 


Some people seem strongly inclined to form an opinion 
of the feelings by which controversial writers are influenc- 
ed, by knowing how they feel themselves, in some little | 
hasty disputations, which they have with their neighbors. | 
They are not sensible that the warmth and boldness, which 
enlightened minds and well cultivated affections sometimes | 


assume, are the result of sober reflection and of sacred re- | 0 


gard to moral character and divine truth. Hence, the 
surprising difference of opinions, concerning the motives 
and temper of the same writer, 

The man of cool temperament and high mental cultiva- 
tion. will read an article which is pointed and severe, and 


though he may not approve of the style in which it appears, | I t vty 
4 | On this, her grandmother ceased and eried out, ‘Ah! this 


vet, as an indifferent spectator, having taken no active part | 
in the subject in dispute, he discovers nothing strictly anti- | 
christian or censurable. 

But other persons shall peruse the same article, who | 





ANECDOTE, 


r . . . - 
The following touching anecdote, which Madame de 


_Genlis recounts in the eighth volume of her metoirs, is 
| not to be matched. 


“In speaking of noble action and charactér, 7 must heré 


| make mention of an instanée which was lately recounted 
| me, 


There lives an old peasant woman near Paris, who 
has an orphan grand daughter sixteen years of age, with 
whom she charges herself, and whom she is passionately 


| fond of; but as in such condition of life, sensibility is very 


often joined to brutality and violence, the affection of the 
ld woman for the youug girl, does not prevent her from 
frequently beating her with rudeness and severity—a 


|treatment which the poor girl has constantly supported 
| with unutterable mildness, and without a single complaint. 
One day when the old woman, yielding as usual to her fury, 


beat the young pessant girl with great cruelty and for a 


long time, the latter all at once began to weep bitterly.— 


wight to judge with equal impartiality, but, being of those | 


unfortunate fellow-men, Whose feelings instantly boil | 
over, whenever they come in contact with an opponent, | 
they conclude at once, that the author must have acted | 
from the same irritated passions. Now, if it is possible, | 
would it not be well for such people to endeavor to “ cool | 
off,” before they form a decisive opinion of others? Very 

much depends on the feelings of readers as well as writers. | 

Let the candid look at the discourses and reproofs of| 
Jesus, and see whether they may not admit of various con- 
structions, according to the tones and spirit with which they 
are perused and examined. ‘There can be no doubt that 
tnany have read his severe reprimands on his opposers, 
and feeling themselves indirectly rebuked, have become 
doubly fretted and galled, under the Jashes ef au accusing 
conscience ; but instead of being humble and reformed, 
lave condemned the innocent, in the language of the Jews, | 
“He hath a devil and is mad; why hear ye him.” ‘To con- 
tend long with such characters, would be imprudent; for ! 
it we gain the victory, it would be like the triumph of a 
lad, that tries his prowess by smiting a puff ball, ‘Though 
Victorious, he is sure to be buried in the dust of battle, and 
leaves the ground with a light trophy. 

Not that it is hereby implied, but that instances might 
be named, in which censorious and angry feelings are 
sufticiently manifest in religious controversies and newspa- 
per disputations, to justify the conclusion, in every one, 
even in the most charitable and deliberate, that the writer 
or writers, were influenced by improper and unchristian 
mouves. ‘These remarks allude to those productions which 
are characterized by argument, humor, or defensive reas- 
oning, and yet, are condemned as the ebullitions of passion, 
by those, who are too uncultivated to appreciate their 
value, or too ignorant and imbecile, to comprehend tke cir- 
cumstances under which they were elicited & rade public. 

But, we are under a thousand obligations to be grateful 
that our pages are, generally, before the eyes of liberal, 
culightened and discriminating readers. ‘They do not 
patronize a work, for the sake of drowsing, over long, 
onotonous paragraphs. They look for variety, in argu- 
ment, ilustration and general intelligence. ‘Their desire 
ix, that, in making up the columns of a paper, “heaven, 
earth and ocean,” be “plundered of their sweets.” Neither 
lo our readers judge so narrowly, as to consider the EDI- 
‘OR responsible for every article, which he publishes. 
His sentiments are to be known, by his own productions 
and the prevailing character of his publication ; and not |, 
hy a few detached articles. But there always will be some, || 
herhapsone ina thousand, whose petulance will be excited by 
something which is intellectually above their comprehension. 





} 
| 





° 
aw 


is something new: you never used to cry when I beat you 
and why do you do itnow” ‘Alas! cried the angelic 
girl, ‘I ery because you don’t hurt me now, and I see by 
that sign that your strength is agoing.’ 1 hope that an 
answer like this has disarmed for ever the irritable grand 
mother.” 





T'O CORRESPONDENTS. 

“Wartace” is informed that, in attempting to disguise 
his hand-writing, he was too successful; for it would puz- 
zle a Philadelphia Lawyer to decypher his communication. 

“B. B.” has got nna but will probably be found. 

“ Jusrus’” candid “ Address to the pablic,” is ander 
consideration. We thank him for expressing a willingness 
that we should act our pleasure as to publishing it, That 
is claimed as our prerogative. As to the “report that Rey, 
Mr. Cobb knows” Jusrus, by “having been presented 
with his M.S.” we can only say, we have no recollection 
of having done any such thing. We presume Br. Cobh, 
was not the author of the report. 

The “ Letter to Rev. J. S*****,” is rather out of date, 

Several others, will appear soon, 





MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Abrahaim Dow, to Miss Jane A. daughter of the 
late Capt. Joseph Steele. 

ln Waterford, on Monday morning last, by the Rev. 7. A. Douglas, 
Mr. Charles Farley, of Portland, to Miss Rebecca F. Hamlin, 

In Exeter, N. H. Mr. Charles LB. Abbat, of this.town, ta Miss Hen- 
rietta P. Thurston. 

In New Brunswick, N. J. Sumner Lincoln Fairfield, Esq. of Elina- 
bethtown, to Miss Jane Fiazee, of the former place. 





rar 





DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Mary, wife of Mr. Jobn Fuller, aged 27 years 
J.Q. A. son of Mr. Daniel Peterson, aged 19 mouths——A child of Mr. 
William Moody--Chaties Augustus, youngest child of Mr. J. B. Scott, 
aged 20) months 

On Sunday evening last, Mrs. Margaret wife of Mr. James Holmes, 
Jr. aged 16 years and 4 months. 

In Winthrop, on the 3d alt. Miss Almira Joy, aged 18.—On the 6th 
ult. Gen. Abisha Benson, Couusellor at law, of China, aged 37. 

In Pownal, on the 28th ult. Eunice, daughter of Capt. Josern York, 
aged Il years. She was a beautiful, pleasant, interesting and active 
child, and endured a painful sickness of about three weeks dusation, 
with a firmness and resignation, which would be noticeable im an 
adult christian. The bereaved Father and Mother, with their surviv- 
ing children, two sons and four daughters, mourn her untimely exit. 

jn Providence, R. L. Sept. 25, Mis. Viewna, wife of Mr. Thaddeus 
Curtis, im the 27th year of her age. This virtuous and highly esteemed 
woman, left three small children, to the care of a beraved and discon- 
solate husband. 

In Falmouth, 30th ult. Mr. Enoch Waite, aged 78 years. —Ule was 
fectly resigned to the will of God, 
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i AN EXTRACT 

| From a Calvinistic re by Jostan Spavuupiyg, 

PARENTAL LAMENTATIONS. | A.M. page356. 00 
, || The instance before us makes it plain, that the redegin. 
On the Death of Miss Evsicx York, aged 11 years, 7 mos.) si, beaven are completely holy. They look down and 
avid G days. '| see their own dearest kindred in hell, ane all ne bitter 
mor i | agouies of death; and they are unmoved at the sight, 
Rad pea etohind iar hanaad af y | oe maintain perfect calmuess and ee joy.— 
Nor aught appear’d to interpose | They see all the wicked sink down 3 1ell—at sy same 
Of hide us ffom bis cheering ray. | time they begin the triumphant song. rey see the power 
i of God employed in the most dreadful manner, to make 
With cartpren blest, whose comely forms || thetr dearest and nearest connections miserable. And for 
And spirits mild, our hearts employ’d, this display of his power, they ascribe unto him blessing 

We niirs’d them in our faithful arnys, and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving. 

And alf their infant charms enjoy’d. The above gave rise to the following poetical effusion. 


: ial God—with partial man 
But beauty; health and strength mast fail, A partial God —witl par ponte 
When Death, a fatal war, proclaims ; Sure must devise a partial plan ; 
No htmian efforts can prevail, So Calvin’s God, if he spake true, 
. ‘ ig rei P ——Servelus too. 
‘ or quell tris reign. Burns reprobates-—Serve 1. 
tn tile bare fe In this his fustice shines so bright, 
The arch-destroyer bent his bow ; i As fills those Saints with such delight, 
; ; : ; . 
With darkling eye, his object chose— kat they, on Friends as well as foes, 
Tle laid the lovely Funtce low : \ Look down—and shout their endless Woes, 
, : NICE ; , = ( 
And ’whelm’d us mid unnumber’d woes ! | Fathers, Mothers, Children, too, 
In liquid flames of fire they view, 
Mid countless woes? O no! we mourn Unimov’'d at this—-they shout and sing 
ry 7 o al . ¥ Te ‘ . ee 
And show’r the tears upon ler Name, The highest praise to God their king. 
But greet her Spirit’s glad return hey bear the groans and horrid yell, 
Nt P 7% Pustuad « fe; eee nas . 
To Him, from whom all Seraivrs came. Of wives and friends—in endless hell ; 
Which now, so pleasing isto them, 
In sun-bright mansions of, the skies They clap their hands and say, amen. 
Abide, dear Child, and shout and sing ; At them they laugh and vaunting say, 
’ Pill that transcendant morn arise, ‘We for your torments now do pray ; 
Which all our Souls shall thither bring. It does our happiness increase 
To see you in such great distress. 
Still we are ready to declare, 
A WRONG TRANSLATION. | That we (than you) no better are, 
And if we had what’s just our due, 
We now should weep and wail with you.” W 




















Ind they said one to another, It is manna : for they | 
wist not what it was.—Exodus xiv. 15. 


‘‘ This is a most unfortunate translation, because || Patrick Henry left in his will the following 
it not only gives no sense, but it contradicts itself. testimony in favor of the Christian Religion: “| 
The Hebrew man hu, literally ssgnifies,; What is H have now disposed of all my property to my fam- 
this ? for, says the text, “they wist not what it was :” | ily ; there is one thing more I wish F could give 
and therefore, they could not give it a name. || them, and that is the Christian Religion. If they 
Moses immediately answers the question, and) had that, and I had given them nothing, they 
says, “This is the bread which the Lord hath || would be rich; and without it, if T had given 
given you to-eat.”” From verse 31, we learn that | them all, they would be poor.” 


this substance was afterwards called man, proba- | —__— EO 
bly in commemoration of the question they had || 


. ry ’ 
asked on its first appearance. Almost ail our FOR SALE, “4 
ancient versions translate the words, What is this?” AT THE ARGUS OFFICE, AND BY THE EDITOR, 


Dr. A. Clarice. | BALFOUR’S SECOND INQUIRY. 


L¥ Persons who have subscribed for the 2nd Inquiry are requested to call fer 
them at the Editor’s house. 
LSO— 


A 
Extraordinary Marriace. The shatrimonial cove- | A SERMON by Rev. Wm. A. Drew, on the 
nant was duly solemnized, ou the 18th ult. by Rev. Dr. | leath of Col. J. WHEELER. President of the Senate. 
McAuley, of New York City, between Mr. D. C. Mitchell, | “CUD NEON be Rey TH Barton. Od. at the It- 
and Aitss Mary E. Rose; a lady, about 19 years old, of ex- | SER} [ON by Rev. H. Bauxou, 2d, a 

quisite beauty and accomplishments, but deaf and dumb.— | Stallation of Rev. Mr. Farnsworth. 

Mr. Mitchell is a teacher in the Institution at Canjohaic, |) eee eee . 

N. Y. for the education of mutes in that county. Miss Rose, | THE CHRISTIAN INTHLLIGENCER 

or rather Mrs. Mitchell, is the second deaf and dumb lady | Is published every other Saturday, at One Dova’ Pe 
taught at the Institution in New York, who has married || antium, in advance. Persons who forward to the Editer 
a husband that cau both speak and hear. Matches of this | five dollars, for new subscribers, shall be entitled to o% 


kind are calculated to excite the attention atid admiration || Volume gratis. ‘ 
of the public. |) RUSSELL STREETER, Editor and Propridor. 
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